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CHERUBIM ($9.20) HOLDS ON FOR VICTORY IN 
COMEBACK 

CYPRESS, Calif. –  Making his first start in 7 ½ 
months, Cherubim held on for a narrow victory in the 
$54,680 feature Friday at Los Alamitos. 

After being part of the early pace inside longshot 
Stalk the Wildcat, the 5-year-old Henny Hughes gelding 
drew clear in the stretch, then was fully extended to hold 
off the late surge of 6-1 shot Pay the Fine and 13-10 
favorite Desert Dynamo. 

Owned by Jerry Frankel and trained by Phil D’Amato, 
Cherubim was ridden by Tiago Pereira as he won for the 
third time in 13 starts and increased his earnings to 
$203,020. 

 This was the second win after a lengthy layoff for 
the Kentucky-bred, who is out of the Cherokee Run mare 
Wings of an Angel. Cherubim scored after more than six 
months on the sidelines in his 2015 debut last May 9. 

The 7-2 third choice the field of nine, Cherubim 
returned  $9.20, $4.80 and $2.80 for the nose win. He 
completed the 6 ½ furlongs in 1:15.84. 

A California bred seeking his initial win on dirt, Pay 
the Fine finished a nose in front of Desert Dynamo and 
paid $5.60 and $3. 

The show price on Desert Dynamo, who was making 
his first appearance since finishing second in the Grade 
III Oklahoma Derby last Sept. 27 at Remington Park, was 
$2.20. 

Completing the order of finish were Fueled by 
Bourbon, Stalk the Wildcat, Bodhisattva, Top Fortitude, 
the 3-1 second choice, Royal F J and Conquest Cobra. 
Guggenheim was scratched. 

Halfway through the 12-day Spring meet, Hall of 
Famer Kent Desormeaux and Mario Gutierrez are tied for 
the lead in the jockey standings. Both have six wins. 



Doug O’Neill doubled Friday with Edgy Girl in the 
second and Fly Lexis Fly in the sixth to tie Mike 
Harrington for the top spot in the trainer’s race. O’Neill 
and Harrington have four victories, one more than Peter 
Eurton. 

Racing resumes Saturday at Los Alamitos. Post time 
is 2 p.m. 

The main event on the nine-race program is the 
Grade II, $200,000-guaranteed Great Lady M. Stakes for 
fillies & mares – 3-year-olds & up – at 6 ½ furlongs. 

Defending champion Fantastic Style is the 7-5 
favorite on Russ Hudak’s morning line. The 4-year-old 
Harlan’s Holiday filly won the Great Lady M. by 3 ½ 
lengths last July 11 and has won five of seven and 
earned $332,000 for owner Kaleem Shah and Hall of 
Fame trainer Bob Baffert. 

Scheduled post time for the Great Lady M. is 5:28 
p.m. 

There will also be a live money handicapping contest 
in which five spots are on the line for the 2017 Daily 
Racing Form/National Thoroughbred Racing Association 
National Handicapping Championship in Las Vegas. 

There will also be a Los Alamitos logo drinkware 
giveaway – one per paid admission while supplies last. 
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