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PEDROZA BECOMES WINNINGEST 
THOROUGHBRED JOCKEY AT LOS AL 

        Jockey Martin Pedroza became Los Alamitos’ winningest thoroughbred 
jockey when he directed favored Justin Squared to a gate-to-wire victory in 
the $51,796 feature Thursday. 

The win was the second of the Spring meet for Pedroza and his 87th overall, 
enabling him to take sole possession of a top spot he entered Thursday 

sharing with Frank Olivares. 
The victory total includes 
the Orange County Fair 
meets (1977-91). 

“I felt like I should have so 
many races already at this 
meet,’’ said Pedroza, a 50-
year-old native of Panama 
who is also the all-time 
leader at the now-closed 
Fairplex Park. “You just 
have to keep trying. 

“I’ve been riding here for a 
long time, so this means a 
lot to me. I appreciate 
every track.’’ 

Making his first start since 
an authoritative debut 
victory last Sept. 5 at Del 
Mar, Justin Squared, a 3-
year-old Zensational colt, 
broke a step slowly, but 
recovered quickly to 
immediately assume 
command and was never 
seriously menaced while 

winning by 1 ¾ lengths over Mrazek and eight others. 



Trained by Hall of Famer Bob Baffert for Zayat Stables LLC, Justin Squared, 
who is out of the Vindication mare Graciously Soft, completed the six 
furlongs in 1:08.46. The $27,600 payday pushed his earnings to $69,600. 

The 2-1 choice, Justin Squared, who was bred in Kentucky by Sun Valley 
Farm, returned $6, $3.80 and $3.60. 

Idle since winning the Graduation Stakes vs. fellow California breds last Aug. 
5, Mrazek finished 3 ¼ lengths clear of 20-1 shot Gutsy Ruler and paid 
$5.20 and $3.80. The show price on Gutsy Ruler was $6. 

Completing the order of finish were Skelton Pass, Street Vision, Roy H, 
Seventh Sense, the 3-1 second choice, American Pride, who is also trained 
by Baffert, and Labour. Dead Easy and One More Roll were scratched. 



  

  

 


